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Pastor’s Note 
 
     Someone came to the door last week. I’ll 
call him Bob. Bob is one of those people 
about whom I often say, “We’d be able to get 
something done around here if Jesus didn’t 
keep coming through that door.” Bob lives 
on the street. When he sees a situation 

developing where people 
are getting aggressive 
toward each other, he 
tries to calm things down. 
I have known Bob for 
years. Sometimes I give 
him a Kroger card, funded 
by you. Sometimes I don’t. 
Always, I pray with him 
and anyone who comes 
for help.  

     This day I did not have a Kroger card for 
Bob. But he sat down and we talked for a 
long time. He had just got out of the hospital. 
He had tried to do some yard work with a 
weed eater, and it had re-injured an old 
wound in his arm. He had not eaten for a 
good while (days?) before his job, so he got 
woozy. They took him to the hospital.  He 
was there four days.  
     I prayed with Bob, and drove him back to 
his regular neighborhood. Even though I 
could give him no card this time, he reached 
out his hand and we shook. He was deeply 
grateful, mostly, I think, for the reminder 
that someone cares, I care, God cares, you 
care that he suffers, that he is a person.  
 
 

 
 
     You do this, with your support for the 
church. Your building provided a cool place 
for Bob (Jesus) to rest. Your money and your  
time allowed me to sit with Bob (Jesus) and 
listen to him for a good hour. Your prayers 
uphold Bob (Jesus) in his hard life.  
     From working with people like Bob, who 
is not perfect, but is truly human, I am 
convinced of the importance of affordable 
housing. I know these issues are not simple. 
I also know they are essential. In addition, I 
know that this church, your church, Christ’s 
church makes a real impact on Bob’s spirit, 
and on the spirits of people like him. We help 
them some. Through you, God reminds them 
that they matter. Thanks be to God.  
 
Pastor Andy 
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New Refugee Family 

 
     St. John has a new family to co-sponsor 
with KRM. We don’t have an arrival date yet, 
nor much information about them, but this 
is what we do know: 
     Mother, Furaha, aged 32, is the mom. She 
has four children. We know two of their 
names: Promise, age 10, a daughter and 
Parisani, age 8, a son. Furhana is also 
bringing two more daughters, aged 5 and 
almost 3. They are from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. We will share more info 
as we get it. 
 
 
 
 
 

Building a Culture of Generosity 
 
     This fall, St. John will be using a 
stewardship program called “Building a 
Culture of Generosity.” This program will 
involve a good deal of story sharing about 
how God has touched our lives. Stories could 
be dramatic or simple, but God as touched 
us all, so we respond with thanksgiving.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bulletins By Email 
 
     Anyone who wishes to receive worship 
bulletins by email, so they can follow along 
the service at home while attending online, 
please contact the church office and we will 
put you on the mailing list: 
office@stjohnlutheranky.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. MAM Food Pantry 
 
     Friends, please bring your St. Mam 
groceries to church. Julie Abbott says they 
are particularly needed right now. Greatly 
needed items include: peanut butter, jelly, 
rice (brown & white), gluten free oats, 
deodorant, ramen noodles, and Vienna 
sausage but anything is welcome. Let’s help 
stock the shelves at St. Mam! 
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“God’s Work.  Our Hands” Sunday 

 
     “God’s Work Our Hands” is Sunday, 
September 18. We celebrate this with all 
ELCA congregations every year. This year we 
are again supporting Street Reach Ministry 
of Fern Creek United Methodist Church. 
Their ministry is to personally check on the 
homeless living on the streets and margins in 
Louisville. Our task between now and 
September 10 is to collect non -perishable 
snacks. Please stop by church and place non-
perishable snacks in the boxes beside the 
front door and the Diehl Hall entrance. On 
Sunday, September 18, we will assemble the 
bags for distribution. 
     Volunteers will be needed September 17 
and 18 to organize the food and assemble 
the bags. Please remember, our donation 
must be non-perishable and individually 
wrapped. 
   Snacks in a Sack Suggestions: Some ideas 
include Vienna sausages, beef jerky, peanut 
butter cups (think Jif, not Reese’s), Pop Tarts,  

 
 
cereal bars/protein bars, protein drinks (like 
Boost), applesauce pouches/cups, fruit cups, 
pudding cups, snack cakes (like Little 
Debbie’s), Rice Krispy bars, chips, crackers, 
nuts, trail mix, prepackaged ready to eat 
meals, raisins cookies. 
   Also needed: gallon sized Ziplock bags, 
Gatorade and bottled water, and individually 
wrapped hand sanitizing wipes. We 
especially want to emphasize the need for 
healthy snacks. 
   Last year St. John’s supplied 197 baggies, 
which were stuffed and distributed to the 
homeless, and many unfortunate people in 
the Louisville area. Pastor Darryl Glass of 
Fern Creek United Methodist Church left a 
special voicemail for us with a special thank 
you both the gesture and the 
overwhelming volume we furnished. Our 
hope would be to exceed last year’s number. 
 

 



4 
 

 

Community Yard Sale/Craft Sale/Café 
 
     This great event will happen one more 
time, September 3 from 9:00-1:00. Please 
come, have a look at the crafts, have 
something to eat, and check out what folks 
have come to sell. 
 

 

 

Online Worship 
 
Daily Prayer – 12:00 Noon Monday-Friday 
Sunday Worship – 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Visit our website for links to online worship 
via Zoom.  To access Zoom via telephone: 
Dial-in number – (301) 715-8592 
Meeting number – 671 535 477 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Out of Town 

 
     Pr. Andy will be at the Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod’s Professional Leaders’ Conference 
the afternoon of Sept. 25-28. (Pr. Andy will 
preach and preside at worship the morning 
of Sept. 25.) 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Class 
 
     Confirmation Class is beginning in 
September. If you have someone in your life 
who is confirmation age, please contact Pr. 
Andy to find out more about this special time 
of learning and fun. 
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Friends in Faith 

 
     Kids up through grade six are invited to 
join us for Friends in Faith, Sunday, 
September 18 from 10:00-10:45. Weather 
permitting, we will meet at the picnic tables 
beside the Young Activity Center. 
 

 

New Comfort Bears 

     The Teddy or (Comfort) Bears you see 
sitting in the Narthex or in the overflow area 
of seating, are there for your taking. To give 
to a friend, relative or acquaintance who is 
in need of a Bear Hug!  This person may be 
very sad because of the loss of their spouse, 
child, friend, pet, job or very depressed. A 
Comfort Bear may bring them joy whenever 
they see it and read the message attached to 
it: 

“This Bear has been among the 
congregation of St. John Lutheran Church. 

It has heard the Word read, prayers prayed, 
praises sung, and sermons 

Preached.  It has been loved by the people 
of St. John and has soaked in 

God’s love.  Now it comes to you with 
blessings of worship and love.” 

 
     Remember God’s love by delivering a gift 
from our Bear Ministry to someone in need 
of a lift.  We accept donations.  Drop a check 
in the offering plate, marked to “Bear 
Ministry”.  
Thank You 
Edie Miller 
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A Quilt for Suprith 
 
     In early August, we heard that Suprith 
Yedlapalli has been going through 
chemotherapy for lymphoma. Suprith is the 
youngest son of Ram Yedlapalli and his wife, 
who are from India. Their family attended St. 
John for about a year before returning to 
India. Ram has asked us to pray for Suprith, 
so we are. Our quilting group has also sent 
him one of the quilts they made, 
representing the Solar System. We prayed 
over the quilt on Sunday August 14 before 
sending it.  
 

Quilts for Eastern Kentucky 

 
     Quilting group has also responded to 
requests from Synod for quilts to be sent to 
the flood-stricken areas of Eastern Kentucky. 
They are sending quilts. 
 

Anyone Want to Quilt? 
 
     Quilting group meets in Diehl Hall, 
Wednesdays at 10:00 A.M. Even if you don’t 
have experience quilting, they will guide you 
in the right direction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masks Required 

 
     Jefferson County is still in the red 
zone. The CDC guidelines state that indoor 
public gatherings be masked when areas are 
in the red zone. At writing of this newsletter, 
Jefferson County is in the red zone. When we 
are moved to yellow zone, masks will only be 
required at 11:00 service. Green zone, no 
masks. 
 
 

 
 
 

Financial Update 
 
Monthly Financial Update 
 May-22 Jun-22 Jul-22 
Income $37,915 $16,873 $24,378  
Expense $36,231 $19,888 $17,912 
Result $1,685 ($3,014) $6,466  
(Income less Expense) 
     Year to date result through July is positive 
by $6,505.09!  This is fantastic considering 
we are in the summer months.  A great 
portion of this positive result will be used to 
pay towards our benevolences.  Keep up the 
good work!  Please continue to mail in your 
contributions.  Feedback welcome and 
appreciated.  Please reach out to Christi 
Elbert or Diane Kushman if you have 
questions or concerns.  Thank you. 
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Kentucky Disaster Response 

 
     Volunteers needed to Gut and Muck. All 
volunteers should register using this link: 
https://governor.ky.gov/flood-resources. 
No unsolicited donations should be sent. All 
sites are overwhelmed by goods.   
     Between July 25th and July 30th, 
2022, record amounts of rain fell in eastern 
Kentucky, causing rivers and creeks to flood 
onto streets and into neighborhoods. The 
death toll in Kentucky is now at 37 people. 
Rising water has damaged buildings, roads, 
bridges, water supplies, and power lines. The 
damage extends to hundreds of homes and 
other buildings. Many families have lost all 
they owned. The flooding was not only in 
Kentucky. Other states affected include, but 
are not limited to, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, 
and West Virginia. 
     Indiana-Kentucky Synod is actively 
working with Lutheran Disaster Response 
and local communities to focus on the long-
term needs of survivors of both this flood 
and the December 10, 2021 tornado. The 
response includes funding of tasks such as 
clearing debris, fixing broken water and 
septic systems, repairing and building homes 
or rehousing survivors, replacing lost 
household items, and providing emotional 
and spiritual care.  Below are ways to help: 

Gifts to IN-KY Disaster Response 
     Tithe.ly gifts to Indiana-Kentucky disaster 
response will focus on both flood and  

 
 
tornado survivors in Kentucky, and help with 
disaster preparedness in Indiana and 
Kentucky.  To donate using Tithe.ly, choose 
Disaster Response from the "give to" drop 
down menu. Checks can be made to IN-KY 
Synod disaster response with KY Floods on 
the memo line, and sent to:  IN-KY Synod, IN-
KY Disaster Response, 911 E. 86th St., Suite 
200, Indianapolis, IN 46205 

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response 
designated for "U.S. Flooding" 

     Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response will 
support all US areas impacted by the floods 
in July 2022, and will be used entirely (100%) 
to assist those affected by US floods.  Make 
checks payable to Lutheran Disaster 
Response, write "U.S. Flooding" on your 
check's memo line and send to: Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, ELCA Gift 
Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, 
VA 22116-8009 
     Get more information and sign up to help 
in a volunteer work group. We are not yet 
prepared for Eastern KY work groups, but we 
need groups, especially skilled adults to help 
with rebuilding in Western Kentucky. 
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Goal Setting Survey 

 
     The congregation’s vision team and 
council are developing goals for the next 3-5 
years. In order to do this, we would like your 
input. So, the week of August 29, we will 
send you a survey containing six questions:  

1. What do you like about our church? 
2. What don’t you like about our church? 
3. What keeps you engaged in our 

church? 
4. If you are not as engaged as you would 

like to be, what do you see as the 
obstacles? 

5. What do you want from church? What 
do you think our church can provide 
for you, your family and community? 

6. Where do you want to see our church 
in 3-5 years? 

     Please watch for a letter in the mail and 
an E-mail asking for your response. We will 
also pass these questions out at church 
asking for prayerful responses. Deadline for 
responses is Monday, Sept. 12. Please send 
them by Sept. 9 or bring them to the church 
office by Sept. 12. Thank you so much, Pr. 
Andy and the Vision Team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Blessing of the Animals 

 
     October 3 at 8:45 and 11:00 worship 
services. Everyone is invited to bring or send 
pictures of their pet(s) to the church office, 
with their names attached. We will put the 
pictures on a board, and bless them in 
church. Pr. Andy will also be available in 
front of the church from 12:30-2:00 to bless 
any animals anyone wants to bring in 
person. So, invite a friend either to church or 
to the in-person blessing after church. Thank 
God for our animals! 
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September Birthdays 
 
Laurie Workman 09/01 
Judd Johnson 09/03 
Marshall Sample 09/04 
Hilda Davis 09/06 
Marisa Newton 09/07 
Barbara Speck 09/11 
Hailey Hart 09/12 
David Lamar 09/12 
Kirk Berglund 09/13 
David Bugg 09/15 
Charlotte Gettelfinger 09/15 
Tim Gettelfinger 09/15 
Deb Janes 09/15 
Bradley Lowen 09/15 
Dinah High 09/16 
Rita Smith 09/17 
John Florence 09/19 
Barbara Gentry 09/19 
Paul Harvey 09/19 
Chuck Lind 09/20 
Stephanie Coffey 09/21 
Nathaniel Janes 09/21 
Sophie Hann 09/22 
Chase Malone 09/22 
P. J. Young 09/22 
Edward DeVore 09/23 
Justin O’Dell 09/23 
Hallie Stemler, Jr. 09/23 
Karen Kaiser 09/27 
Nathan Jackson 09/28 
Terri Dallas 09/29 
Jim Eaton 09/29 
Chelsea Gentry 09/30 
Jennifer Stanfield 09/30 
Joanna Stoll 09/30 

 
 

September Anniversaries 
 
William & Alison Stemler 09/06 
Kirk & Kelly Berglund 09/10 
Michael & Renae Barkley 09/16 
Tom & Nancy Johnson 09/17 
Al & Leah Tabler 09/23 
Ernie & Annie Worman 09/23 
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SEPTEMBER 2022 WORSHIP TEAM 
 
    
   9/4 9/11 9/18 9/25 
      
Assisting Minister (same person will serve at both services) 
8:45 &   Diane K Ann H Cindy L Renae B 
11:00       
 
Acolyte/Communion Assistant 
11:00   --- --- --- ---  
    
Lector 
8:45   Margi H Patti M Eric H Mary Lou F 
11:00   Dinah H Dee L John N Rosie W 
 
Cantor (same person will serve at both services) 
   Diane K Laura R Cindy L Cindy L 
 
Usher 
11:00   Edie M Joanne N Rosie W Sherley S 
   
 
Altar Guild 
Dinah H, Brenda P 
 
Communion Prep (not needed until further notice) 
8:45 
11:00  
 
 
 

 

 
 

John Gray 
Vivian Lenberger 

Betty Pauley 
Otto Pollei 

Nancy Robinson 
Skip Stearman 
Maxine Wines 

 
 

If you would like  
a copy of the 

addresses emailed 
or mailed to you, please 

contact the church office. 
 

Send a cheerful note to 
our members who are 
“under the weather” 

and/or can’t make it to 
church services or  

church events. 



 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
901 Breckenridge Lane 
Louisville, KY 40207 

Visit us on the web 
www.stjohnlutheranky.org  

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Time Sensitive Content 
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Worship at St. John 

Sunday 
8:45 a.m. Online & In-person 

11:00 a.m. Online & In-person 
Monday-Friday 

12:00 p.m. Online 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Lunch 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Church Telephone 
& Fax Number 

Phone: (502) 895-9320 
Fax: (502) 895-3979 

Email 
stjohn@stjohnlutheranky.org 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Staff 
Reverend Andy Rutrough 

Pastor 
David McNease 

 Office Administrator 
TBD 

Youth Project 
Coordinator 

TBD 
Choir Director 

Dr. Denine LeBlanc 
Organist 

 

St. John Journal 
St. John Lutheran Church is a Christ-centered, grace-based 

community proclaiming the gospel through word and deed.   
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